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Award-Winning
DAC & Headphone Amp

Icon HDP 449

High performance headphone Amp, USB (24bit/96KHz)
and SPDIF (24bit/192KHz) DAC and Preamp

Icon pDAC2 129

High performance headphone Amp
and USB (24bit/96KHz) DAC
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. Headphones.com
We Know Headphones

N ow is the time to save your music. Producers and
engineers know how the music they put out is
designed to sound, shouldn’t you? Headphones.com

s \ offers great, competitive prices and expertise in quality
't~ @ sound solutions. Audiophiles and casual listeners alike
: 4,\ will find our large selection of headphones, earphones,

7 CE;,)‘ amps and accessories all at great prices. Don’t forget

about our Free Shipping, on Every Item, Every Day.
We’ve got it all. We Know Headphones.

WEEKLY GIVEAWAY

Each week we give away a FREE PAIR of headphones,
= earphones or other awesome item. Entering is easy,
"’Q‘ just visit www.headphones.com/giveaway

and register to win!

ENTER NOW »

[/ SENNHEISER (®audiotechnica. ETYMOTIC M MONSTER @ GRADO



http://redir.nextscreen.com/56202411aaa9109eb984034a5db2025d
http://redir.nextscreen.com/56202411aaa9109eb984034a5db2025d
http://redir.nextscreen.com/52e071ba136d6c2e0d60fcd1bd45926e
http://redir.nextscreen.com/c61226a308531d9403c4094cec6e247d
http://redir.nextscreen.com/f971c06dc275c0c9641d1afaa7f5d632
http://redir.nextscreen.com/e07f4e7f90cefb9d8518f7306f377892
http://redir.nextscreen.com/01e5e3f5a6796733ec69954190cec069
http://redir.nextscreen.com/77939d364d80cdd61604ea307b8433f2
http://redir.nextscreen.com/d6adeeb027179a9591f32db392594f1a

custom-fit in-ear monitors

go to: universal-fit earphones under %100 | universal-fit earphones £100 - 300 | universal-fit earphones %300 and up

SAPHONICS

ZMAX

or a company whose primary

products are custom-fit in-ear

monitors, Sensaphonics has a
somewhat unusual name; indeed, the
firm’s full name is Sensaphonics Hearing
Conservation, Inc.—a moniker that tells
you a lot about the firm’s core values.
These folks not only want to build in-ear
monitors that sound great in the here and
now, but that will help protect your hearing
so that you can continue to savor music
for years to come. But how, exactly, does
Sensaphonics convert its stated goal
of “hearing conservation” into practical
reality? To seek answers, | requested
a review sample of the firm’s 2MAX in-
ear monitors ($850), which Dr. Michael
Santucci, the head of Sensaphonics,
recommended as his firm’s most neutrally
voiced and therefore most accurate-
sounding model.

The short answer to the question
regarding hearing conservation is that the
company builds the custom-fit earpieces
for all of its in-ear monitors using different
materials and techniques than most of
its competitors employ—all with an eye
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toward providing superior noise isolation.
Sensaphonics forms its earpieces from a
flexible material called soft-gel, cold-cure
silicone, whereas most of its competitors
form earpieces from relatively rigid acrylic
materials (or in some instances from a
hybrid combination of acrylic and softer
materials). According to Dr. Santucci
and to Sensaphonics production team
members | spoke with, soft-gel silicone
is considerably more difficult to work
with than acrylic from a manufacturing
standpoint, but it offers compelling
benefits that make a profound difference
for the earphone wearer.

First off, soft-gel silicone earpieces
are firm enough to hold a precise shape,
yet have enough flexibility or “give” to
accommodate the natural flexing of the
wearer’s ear canal and pinna (flexing that
occurs naturally when listeners move
their heads, change facial expressions, or
open or close their jaws, etc.). In contrast,
hard acrylic earpieces are rigid and do
not flex. As a result, acrylic earpieces
are often deliberately made just slightly
undersize (and are also subtly smoothed

overview

Consider this custom-fit in-ear monitor if:
you would like what is without a doubt one of the
quietest headphones on the planet (regardless
of type). As is the case with great loudspeakers
whose sonic excellence derives in part from
superior enclosures, the Sensaphonics 2MAX in-
ear monitor offers superior earpieces that block
out more noise than most competing monitors
can, in turn letting you hear more musical details
and nuances for a breathtakingly intimate and
focused listening experience. As you might
expect, the 2MAX can be used successfully in
noisy environments where other monitors would
be far less enjoyable (because they would allow
too much background noise to seep through).

Look further if:

you require absolutely dead-neutral tonal
balance. The 2MAX does show very slightly
elevated response both in the mid-bass and
upper-midrange/lower-treble regions, adding

a subtle touch of dramatic emphasis that
complements most types of music. But frankly,
the 2MAX sounds so much clearer, more
focused, and—here’s that word again—intimate
than competing monitors that you might willingly
overlook its minor deviations from strict tonal
neutrality.
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the ear-canal section), while JH Audio uses
solid acrylic earpieces. The difference in feel
and overall functionality is significant.

Both the ES5 and JH 16 Pro earpieces afford
a simple, straightforward insertion process
where you gently rotate the earpieces until
they seem almost to “snap” into position,
achieving a very good seal and a comfortable
fit in the process. What differentiates the
ES5 and the JH16 Pro are the ES5’s soft-feel
ear-canal sections, which—once they warm
up—conform to exact shape of the wearer’s
ear canal, yielding significantly better noise
isolation and quieter backgrounds that the
JH16 Pro can provide.

Westone ES5 vs. Sensaphonics 2MAX ($850)

The ES5 costs $100 more than the 2MAX.
The ES5 is a three-way, 5-driver design, while
the 2MAX is a two-way, 2-driver design.

At first glance, the voicing of the ES5 and
2MAX seems similar, but careful listening
reveals certain key differences.

First, the 2MAX offers two regions of mild
sonic emphasis: a mild rise in the upper bass
region and an also a mild rise in the upper-
midrange and lower-treble region.

By comparison, the ES5 also offers some
emphasis in similar (though not identical)
frequency bands—but a notably lighter touch
of emphasis in both cases.

The ES5 also offers arguably superior low
bass performance than the 2MAX and
noticeably clearer and more extended treble
response. As a result, the ES5 puts a strong
bass foundation beneath the music, while
exhibiting exquisite, “silvery” highs, which
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sound terrific. The only drawback | observed

is that the ES5, when pushed hard, can show

an occasionally “spitty” sound on very hard-
edged upper midrange/treble transients.
The bottom line is that the ES5 is the more
accurate monitor and one that offers a
certain pristine purity and clarity —especially
at higher frequencies, while the 2MAX offers
a somewhat warmer, perhaps more dramatic
sound that is highly engaging.

Resolution levels between the 2MAX’s and
ES5’s are comparable, though | would give
the edge to the ES5.

Both monitors offer very quiet backgrounds
and better noise isolation than models that
use solid acrylic earpiece, but at the end of
the day the 2MAX’s are Playback’s reigning
noise isolation champs. The 2MAX’s ultra-
quiet backgrounds give the Sensaphonics’
monitors qualities of intimacy and focus that
are tough to beat.

One of the biggest differentiators between
the ES5 and the 2MAX involves the
construction of their custom-molded
earpieces. As above, the Westone earpieces
use a combination of solid acrylic material
coupled with a separate, thermally sensitive,
“soft-feel” material for the portion of the
earpiece that inserts into the ear canal. It
can take a few minutes for the Westone
earpieces come up to temperature, at which
point they achieve a better seal and a more
comfortable fit.

By contrast, the 2MAX features
Sensaphonics’ signature cold-cure, soft-
gel silicone earpieces, which are supremely
flexible and achieve an incredibly effective

noise-isolation. One catch, however, is
that it can be tricky at first to learn how to
properly insert the somewhat rubbery-feeling
Sensaphonic’s earpieces.

® The ES5 earpieces in a sense “split the
difference” between the Sensaphonics and
JH Audio earpiece designs. On the one hand,
the Westones have the easy-to-insert, “snap-
into-position” qualities of the all-acrylic JH
Audio earpieces, while also offering some
(though not all) of the superior noise isolation
characteristics that the Sensaphonics’ soft-
gel silicone earpieces provide.

BOTTOM LINE

Westone’s ES5 is a remarkably well-balanced
performer that offers near-neutral tonal
balance, excellent focus and resolution,
comfortable fit and very high levels of noise
isolation. Though not necessarily a spectacular,
best-in-class performer in any one area, the
ES5’s broad and well-judged combination of
virtues is what makes it so appealing.
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